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The countess is treated as an aunt by both William and
the kaiserin, and she may be said to have swayed her im-
perial nephew by her cleverness and intellectual brilliancy,
rather than by her looks, for she is a woman already well-
advanced in years.
Different in this respect was the influence of the em-
peror's other Egeria, namely, the Polish baroness, Jenny
Koscielska, a woman of rare elegance and beauty, whose
political importance during the time she reigned su-
preme at the Court of Berlin, was attributable to her per-
sonal fascination rather than to her sagacity or statecraft.
She is the wife of that Baron Kosciol-Koscielski, who was
one of the most celebrated leaders of the Polish party
in the Russian House of Lords, and perhaps, also, the
most popular of all modern Polish poets and playwrights.
It would be going too far to assert that William was in-
fatuated by her loveliness. Yet there is no doubt that as
long as she figured at the Court of Berlin, he not only
paid her the most marked attention, but likewise allowed
himself to be advised by her in political matters. It was
during the so-called "reign of the baroness" that the
kaiser showed such an extraordinary degree of favor to his
Polish subjects as to excite the jealousy and ill-will of the
people in many other parts of his dominions. He re-
established the Polish language in the schools and churches
of Posen, that is of Prussian-Poland, nominated a Polish
ecclesiastic to the archbishopric of that province, and con-
ferred so many court dignities, government offices, and
decorations upon the compatriots of the fair Jenny, as to
give rise to the remark that the best road to imperial
preferment at Berlin was to add the Polish and feminine
termination of " ska " to one's name. Old Prince Bis-
marck, who was at the time at daggers-drawn with his

